Conference Programme

9:30 – 9:45
Registration Tea/Coffee

9:45 –
10:00
Welcome/Introduction

10:00 – 11:30
Keynote Speaker 



Sir John Jones 
Finding the heart of teaching and learning 

Knighted in 2003 for his services to education, Sir John worked most of his professional life in challenging schools across the North West of England.  His career included three headships over 17 years, his last post being the head-teacher of a large secondary school in Merseyside.  His achievements and reputation for straight talking, leadership and creativity led him to be invited onto various organizations, panels and think tanks including the National College for School Leadership, the DfES’ Leadership Development Unit, the Teacher Development Agency’s National Remodelling Unit and visiting posts with both Manchester and Liverpool Universities.  Sir John retains a very down to earth approach to education, believing it to be about social change, never just about ticking boxes or meeting targets. Covering an impressive range of educational issues from leadership and inclusion to organizational development and ‘futures thinking’, Sir John is guaranteed to give all those who come into contact with him food for thought, practical ideas that will make a difference and a genuine and moving sense of awe at the power teachers have to change young lives
11:30 – 12:00 Tea/Coffee

12:00 – 12:30 Mr Paddy Keyes, P.D.S.T.
An overview of the PDST.
12:30 – 13:30 Workshops
13:30 – 14:30
Lunch

14:30 – 15:30
Workshops (Repeated)
15:30 
Plenary & A.G.M. of N.S.P.I.
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Leave the M7 at exit 12 (signposted Newbridge, The Curragh), then at roundabout take the 4th exit.  At next roundabout take the 2nd exit for Newbridge.
Continue forward into Newbridge and the hotel is straight on, approximately 1/2 mile along this road on the left hand side.
Contact Details

NSPI, National Conference,

Kildare Education Centre,

Friary Road,
Kildare,

Co. Kildare.
http://www.eckildare.ie/
Email: kec.ias@eircom.net
NATIONAL CONFERENCE


Sat. 26th March 2011.

Keadeen Hotel,



Newbridge,




Co Kildare.
Events:

· Guest Speaker
· Workshops a.m. and p.m.
· A.G.M.
An overview of the PDST.
Presented by Mr. Paddy Keayes.  

Paddy has taught technology subjects at Crescent College Comprehensive Limerick since 1973.  He received an MA from the University of Limerick.  He has lectured at the UL to undergraduate teachers of technology subjects and also the Grad/Dip and Masters programmes in ICT.  With a lifelong commitment to education and in particular curriculum development he has worked with the NCCA since 1994.  He was Education Officer to the NCCA Board of Studies for the Review of Technology Education at Junior Cycle and Education Officer for the new Leaving Certificate subject Technology in 2004.  He was National Co-coordinator Technology Subjects Support Service T4 He was appointed National Director PDST September 2010.  He has a keen interest in promoting communities of practice and TPN’s. 
Workshops: - Speakers/Facilitators

1. Leadership for Learning- the why, how and what: 
Presented by Dr. Tom Hesketh
Tom is Director of the Regional Training Unit (www.rtuni.org) in Northern Ireland which has, responsibility for leadership training across the Northern Ireland Education Service, including the Professional Qualification for Headship, for which RTU is both the lead and awarding body.  He has pioneered leading edge projects in Investors In People, Quality Assurance and more recently the Excellence Model.  He was a member of the ministerial working party on economic awareness as a cross-curricular theme, and a member of the working and steering groups which established in Northern Ireland the professional qualification for headship.  He chaired a Department of Education working party on school development planning, and has worked extensively with principals and senior education staff across Northern Ireland.  He is a member of SCoTENS, the Standing Conference on Teacher Education North and South, and co-chair since 2007.  He plays an active strategic part in Northern Ireland’s education reform agenda through his membership of the senior education officers’ group, the extended schools project board, the RPA stakeholders’ group, the strategic steering group, the advisory group on the review of Irish Medium Education, and in his capacity as chair of both the specialist school selection panel and of the recently  formed DE working party on  Promoting Pupils Emotional Health and Wellbeing/Teacher Training implications.
2. The Actualising Teacher
Presented by Mr Gerry Farrell.  

He is the former senior counsellor with the Probation and Welfare services’ treatment centre.  He has lectured on Psychiatry and Counselling at Trinity College Dublin along with being a tutor at Trinity on the Diploma in Counselling course and lectured at the Institute of Technology Sligo in Applied Social Care.  He is a tutor for NUI Maynooth on the Certificate in Addictions studies.  He has provided numerous in-service workshops for SPHE teachers as well as for various schools nationwide 
This workshop acknowledges the negative energies faced by teachers from students heavily influenced by an irreverent culture.  It further describes the organisational dynamic in the school where these energies can resonate to destroy good will and engender resentment and cynicism.  It proceeds to demonstrate how, instead of resisting these negative energies teachers and their managers can harness and recycle them by the use of practical interpersonal strategies to enhance the skills and facilitate the actualisation of both teachers and students.  

3. Supporting Each Other- An in-school approach to CPPD

Presented by Harry Freeman, 
Harry Freeman works as a Regional Advisor with the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST).  He is seconded from Marino College, where he taught Maths and ICT for many years.  His role includes supporting the professional development of teachers in schools and through the Education Centres.  He also coordinates the Positive Behaviour Management Strand of the M Ed course in Trinity College.

Few will disagree that continuing personal and professional development is an essential element of our teaching career.  However, access to external models is limited and a huge range of skills, expertise and opportunities remains under developed in our schools. This session will explore in-school approaches to supporting each other in our daily practice
4. Effective Planning for the Classroom Teacher
Presented by Fiona McCafferty
This workshop will look at how to plan effectively at whole school, subject department and individual level to enable school improvement. It will take in into consideration external and internal drivers of planning and how they impact on the classroom. 

Fiona McCafferty is a Business and Learning Support teacher on secondment from Marino College in Dublin. She has worked with the Junior Certificate School Programme, SLSS and School Development Planning Initiative support services over the years. She is currently a regional advisor with the Professional Development Service for Teachers in the North West.
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Finding the Heart of Teaching and Learning: 
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